
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

5577.15 APPLICATION OF SIZE AND WEIGHT PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER. 
 

(A) The size and weight provisions of this chapter do not apply to any of the following: 
 
(1) A person who is engaged in the initial towing or removal of a wrecked or disabled motor vehicle from the site 

of an emergency on a public highway where the vehicle became wrecked or disabled to the nearest site 
where the vehicle can be brought into conformance with the requirements of this chapter, to the nearest 
storage facility, or to the nearest qualified repair facility; 
 

(2) A person who is en route to the site of an emergency on a public highway to remove a wrecked or disabled 
motor vehicle; 
 

(3) A person who is returning from delivering a wrecked or disabled motor vehicle to a site, storage facility, or 
repair facility as specified in division (A)(1) of this section. 

 
(B)    Any subsequent towing of a wrecked or disabled vehicle shall comply with the size and weight provisions of this 

chapter. 
 

(C)  No court shall impose any penalty prescribed in section 5577.99 of the Revised Code or the civil liability 
established in section 5577.12 of the Revised Code upon a person who is operating a vehicle in the manner 
described in division (A) of this section. 

 
 
 

4511.04 EXCEPTION TO TRAFFIC RULES. 
 

(A) Sections 4511.01 to 4511.18, 4511.20 to 4511.78, 4511.99, and 4513.01 to 4513.37 of the Revised Code do not 
apply to persons, teams, motor vehicles, and other equipment while actually engaged in work upon the surface of 
a highway within an area designated by traffic control devices, but apply to such persons and vehicles when 
traveling to or from such work. 

 
(B) The driver of a highway maintenance vehicle owned by this state or any political subdivision of this state, while 

the driver is engaged in the performance of official duties upon a street or highway, provided the highway 
maintenance vehicle is equipped with flashing lights and such other markings as are required by law and such 
lights are in operation when the driver and vehicle are so engaged, shall be exempt from criminal prosecution for 
violations of sections 4511.22, 4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.33, 4511.35, 
4511.66, 4513.02, and 5577.01 to 5577.09 of the Revised Code. 

 
(C)(1) This section does not exempt a driver of a highway maintenance vehicle from civil liability arising from a 

violation of section 4511.22, 4511.25, 4511.26, 4511.27, 4511.28, 4511.30, 4511.31, 4511.33, 4511.35, 
4511.66, or 4513.02 or sections 5577.01 to 5577.09 of the Revised Code. 

 
(2) This section does not exempt the driver of a vehicle who is not a state employee and who is engaged in the 

transport of highway maintenance equipment from criminal liability for a violation of sections 5577.01 to 
5577.09 of the Revised Code. 
 

(D) As used in this section, “engaged in the performance of official duties” includes driving a “highway maintenance 
vehicle” to and from the manufacturer or vehicle maintenance provider and transporting a highway maintenance 
vehicle, equipment, or materials to and from a work location. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

SEC 5577.99 PENALTIES 
 

(A) Whoever violates the weight provisions of sections 5577.01 to 5577.07 or the weight provisions in regard to 
highways under section 5577.04 of the Revised Code shall be fined eighty dollars for the first two thousand 
pounds, or fraction thereof, of overload; for overloads in excess of two thousand pounds, but not in excess of five 
thousand pounds, such person shall be fined one hundred dollars, and in addition thereto one dollar per one 
hundred pounds of overload; for overloads in excess of five thousand pounds, but not in excess of ten thousand 
pounds, such person shall be fined one hundred thirty dollars and in addition thereto two dollars per one hundred 
pounds of overload, or imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both. For all overloads in excess of ten thousand 
pounds such person shall be fined one hundred sixty dollars, and in addition thereto three dollars per one hundred 
pounds of overload, or imprisoned not more than thirty days, or both. Whoever violates the weight provisions of 
vehicle and load relating to gross load limits shall be fined not less than one hundred dollars. No penalty 
prescribed in this division shall be imposed on any vehicle combination if the overload on any axle does not 
exceed one thousand pounds, and if the immediately preceding or following axle, excepting the front axle of the 
vehicle combination, is underloaded by the same or a greater amount. For purposes of this division, two axles on 
one vehicle less than eight feet apart, shall be considered as one axle. 

 
(B) Whoever violates the weight provisions of section 5577.071 or 5577.08 or the weight provisions in regard to 

bridges under section 5577.09, and whoever exceeds the carrying capacity specified under section 5591.42 of the 
Revised Code, shall be fined eighty dollars for the first two thousand pounds, or fraction thereof, of overload; for 
overloads in excess of two thousand pounds, but not in excess of five thousand pounds, the person shall be fined 
one hundred dollars, and in addition thereto one dollar per one hundred pounds of overload; for overloads in 
excess of five thousand pounds, but not in excess of ten thousand pounds, the person shall be fined one hundred 
thirty dollars, and in addition thereto two dollars per one hundred pounds of overload, or imprisoned not more than 
thirty days, or both. For all overloads in excess of ten thousand pounds, the person shall be fined one hundred 
sixty dollars, and in addition thereto three dollars per one hundred pounds of overload, or imprisoned not more 
than thirty days, or both.  Notwithstanding any other provision of the Revised Code that specifies a procedure for 
the distribution of fines, all fines collected pursuant to division (B) of this section shall be paid into the treasury of 
the county and credited to any fund for the maintenance and repair of roads, highways, bridges, or culverts. 

 
(C) Whoever violates any other provision of sections 5577.01 to 5577.09 of the Revised Code is guilty of a minor 

misdemeanor on a first offense; on a second or subsequent offense, such person is guilty of a misdemeanor of 
the fourth degree. 

 
(D) Whoever violates section 5577.10 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than five thousand dollars or 

imprisoned for not less than thirty days nor more than six months, or both. 
 
(E) Whoever violates section 5577.11 of the Revised Code shall be fined not more than twenty-five dollars. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


